
HOW TO REJUVENATE YOUR STAINLESS
STEEL DOOR TRIM STRIPS 

Ever wondered how to make the metal strips on the bottom of your P4’s 
doors and wings look brand new? In this article, Andrew takes us through the
process, step-by-step. 

Typically, the decorative strips which adorn the bottom of the doors and the 
trailing and leading edges of front and rear wings respectively on a P4 will be 
scratched, dented, scuffed and dull. Also, it is not unknown for some 
“restorers” frustrated with the Rover fixing brackets to drill holes and affix the
strips to the car with self-tapping screws. 

In my case, my 1955 P4 90 is being re-sprayed in its original black and I 
particularly wanted these strips to glimmer and thus set off the stately lustre 
of the bodywork panels and so I set about the restoration process. 
The strips are held on by brackets and it is necessary to loosen the nuts so 
the strip can be gently removed. The brackets are accessible with doors open 
but, inevitably, they will be rusted and care should be taken not to round off 
the nuts or sheer the bolts. 

The restoration that follows is based on the fundamental fact that the strips 
are polished stainless steel, not chrome plated steel. This means there is no 
surface veneer to damage or cut through and the process of rejuvenation can
therefore be quite vigorous if necessary. 

The first step after removal from the car is to take out any dents by working 
from the inside – these dents are usually quite minor. But it is important that 
they are eliminated as much as possible. Likewise, if holes have been drilled 
previously, they should be filled with a suitable sized stainless steel self-
tapping screw. The head of the screw can be flattened down with a hammer 
and then filed flat, and will be invisible when the restoration is finished. 

The strip should then 
be placed in a suitable 
soft or padded jaw vice
and all surface 
imperfections, including
any screw holes as 
mentioned above, be 
removed by filing the 
entire surface. A coarse
file should only be used
on the worst sections 
and then the surface 
finished off with a fine 



file. At this point, the surface should look uniform and free from 
imperfections. 
The next step is a two stage Emery cloth application, commencing with a 
coarse grade before moving onto a fine finishing grade. 

At the end of the Emery cloth process, the surface will be tight and smooth 
with a nice shine. It is now ready for buffing and if you are anything like me, 
at this point you will be feeling pretty pleased with yourself. 
Prior to buffing, it is necessary to apply buffing Soap to the buffing wheel. 
Buffing Soap and the Emery cloth are available from any reasonably sized 
supplier of automotive paints and body restoration products.
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